What’s Eating Gilbert Grape

This is a film which was released 1993 in Usa and 1994 in Sweden. The Director is Lasse Hallström.
Gilbert lives in an old house, with many things that needs to be renovated. He lives there together with one little sister, one big sister, one brother(Arnie) who has got a mental problem and his mother who has gone up massively in weight, in depression. He works in a small shop, close to a big department store. All day, Gilbert takes care of Arnie, his mum and works in the shop. One day, it comes a girl to their town…
 The director comes from Sweden and was born 2 June 1946 in Stockholm. He has earlier directed “Alla Barnen I Bullerbyn” and recently “Casanova” and “The Hoax”. He has been nominated to three Oscars, for example for this film. 
This is a story about a special family’s life. It’s about their love to each other, their problems and solutions.

The story takes place in a thinly populated town/village called Endora. They live next to a long country road, pretty much alone. It takes place sometime between 1985-1990 I would say, but that’s not especially important for the film.
The main characters in the film are three all together in my opinion.

Gilbert (Johnny Depp) is a young man with loads of feelings for his family, mainly for Arnie. He is the man who controls stress brilliant. He doesn’t feel ashamed about this mother or his brother and he always treat his customers in a friendly and welcoming way.

Arnie (Leonardo DiCaprio) is a boy who’s becoming 18 soon. He has a mental problem and love to climb things. His favorite is to climb the water tower in the town. He is a boy who really sees the fun in small things, such as hiding in trees for Gilbert. He always listens to his brother, though he sometimes is having a hard time to do what he was told.
Becky (Juliette Lewis) is the free spirit who travels around without never settling down anywhere. She and her grandmother arrive to the town and she makes Gilbert forget all his ordinary tasks. A new feeling is eating Gilbert.

The message is that you never should let go of your feelings, your feelings is your life. And that you have to take your responsibility.

I have watched the film over 5 times, and keep thinking that there is too many tragedies and to few good surprises. You really get understandings for every action Gilbert is taking. And DiCaprio is too good to be true as Arnie, it’s so fun to see Arnie laughing and happy. I see why the film got Oscar nominations, because it really deserves them.  
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